The Hollywood Reporter 


Thursday, January 16, 1992 


Stone bashes coverage of ‘JFK’ 


By David Kelly 

WASHINGTON - Filmmaker Ol- 
iver Stone stridently defended his 
conspiracy-laden “JFK” Wednes- 
day while telling members of the 
National Press Club that the files 
on the Kennedy assassination 
should be released immediately in 
the interest of democracy. 

“I hope congressman Louis Sto- 
kes’ (D-Ohio) consideration of the 
issue will ripen into final approval,” 
Stone told a capacity crowd at the 
press club. Stokes headed the 
House Select Committee on As- 


sassinations that investigated the 
assassination. 

But the controversial producer 
was pessimistic about what the 
country would find in the files, 
which have been sealed until 2029. 
“Even if we could get into the files 
it could be the equivalent of leav- 
ing a Mercedes in the South Bronx 
for 20 years — nothing of value 
left.” 

Stone began his speech by at- 
tacking reporters who have criti- 
cized his handling of history in the 
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making of “JFK.” He has been 
roundly trounced in the press for 
allegedly playing fast and loose 
with the facts in an effort to prove 
his own negative views of the U.S. 
government. 

The movie claims that Kenne- 
dy’s assassination was the result of 
a giant cabal featuring the “military 
industrial complex” and U.S. intel- 
ligence because they feared Ken- 
nedy was de-escalating America’s 
involvement in. Vietnam and was 
adopting a less strident adversarial 
view of the Soviet Union. 

Stone, noting that there is no 
well thought out conclusion on the 
assassination, said that most 
Americans do not accept the find- 
ings of the Warren Commission, 
which came up with the theory 
that Lee Harvey Oswald acted 
alone and murdered Kennedy with 
one bullet. 

“There is this notion that I have 
set out to distort history and con- 
fuse the young,” Stone said. “I 
doubt that the young believe ev- 
erything they see on the screen.” 

Stone then went on at length 
defending his version of the assas- 
sination while freely admitting that 
it was fact mixed with conjecture. 

He criticized journalists who 
have panned the movie as failing to 
investigate the allegations and 
clinging to the notion that the War- 
ren Commission’s findings are 
somehow sacred and above 
reproach. 

“They are afraid to question this 
for fear of being called kooks and 
cranks,” he said. 

Citing the secret bombing of 
Cambodia, Watergate, Iran-Contra 
and possibly the October Surprise, 
Stone admonished that Washing- 
ton is hardly the place to ridicule 
conspiracy theories. 

He also identified the real “X” 
— a mysterious character in 
“JFK” played by Donald Suther- 
land who was a sort of “Deep 
Throat” revealing cryptic bits of 
information to the lead character 
Jim Garrison, played by Kevin 
Costner. 

“X exists and is here today on 
the podium,” Stone said, motion- 
ing to the end of the head table to 
an older gentlemen. “X is Fletcher 
Prouty who served in World War 
II, worked in the Pentagon in the 
1960s, was laison to the CIA and 
provided them with military hard- 
ware for covert operations.” 

Stone said Prouty, a colonel who 
wrote “The Secret Team,” a book 
critical of the CIA, came to him 
two years ago and told him stories 
of what went on in the Pentagon 


during the Kennedy years. 

“I was shocked and in disbelief 
over some of the things he said,” 
Stone remarked without giving 
specifics on the stories. He admit- 
ted that in real life Prouty, now 
retired and living in Virginia, never 
met with Garrison as they did in 
the movie. 

“Fletcher never met with Jim 
Garrison, he met with me,” Stone 
said. 

Under questioning from the au- 
dience, Stone denied that he was 
fixated on the 1960s. 

“I have made three movies 
about the 80s — ‘Wall Street,’ ‘Sal- 
vador’ and ‘Talk Radio,’ ” he said. 
“When I started the Kennedy 
movie I never even saw the link- 
ages with Vietnam until I started 
talking to Prouty and Garrison.” 

Stone also said he believed the 
U.S. government could have been 
behind the assassination of Martin 
Luther King Jr. and Robert F. 
Kennedy. 

Quoting Thomas Jefferson, who 
said freedom and truth can only 
exist in the marketplace of ideas, 
Stone said, “I tried to open a stall 
in the marketplace of ideas. Hope- 
fully, when this film has been put 
out on video, at least 50 million 
more Americans will know some- 
thing about this part of history.” □ 
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